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Reflections
from
Fr. Bill – Priest-in-Charge

In keeping with the Diocesan Exodus Big Read project, the St. Simon’s Bible Study
group has been working its way through the Book of Exodus. We take it a chapter at a
time, spending some time in unpacking the scripture to try to discern just what God is up
to in this fascinating book.
Part of our conversation, however, revolves around how we make connections with the
story in our own lives. The events pictured in the Book of Exodus can seem very distant
and it’s tempting to think of the story as something that is beyond our experience. But
as we talk, the group is able to see connections with their own stories and their own
lives. How do we understand Moses’ reluctance to accept God’s call? So we talk about
when we been reluctant to take on leadership because we fear that our gifts are not adequate for the task ahead? How do we make sense of Pharaoh’s continued resistance to
letting the Israelites go? So we talk about times when we’ve been stubborn and fearful
and unwilling or unable to hear God speaking to us. Through these conversations we see
more clearly that the story is a human one, and is not as remote as we might have imagined.
That understanding is vital in our own Christian journey. If you read Exodus carefully,
especially the early chapters, you can see that not only was Moses contending with
Pharaoh; he was also contending with his own people, who were suspicious of him and
his goals. It got messy at times. St. Simon’s is emerging from a difficult period in its
own history and one of the things that has become clearer to me is that the strife the parish has experienced is a very human one, brought about by people trying to make sense
of what they were supposed to be doing, and sometimes getting caught up in their own
humanity. It got messy at times. What is important to remember is that, throughout all
the messiness, God was at work, slowly moving things towards the time when the Israelites would leave and begun the journey to the Promised Land. In the same way, I believe
God is at work at St. Simon’s. God is as capable of working through our own struggles
just as he worked through them thousands of years ago. We are invited to see God at
work among us, and trust that God can bring us through to a new place. What that will
look like we cannot readily see, any more than the Israelites could see where they were
going. Let us, nonetheless, remain strong in our faith that God is leading us and will not
abandon us along the way.
Fr. Bill Scrivener+
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From The Desk
of the Senior Warden
Rosie Holloway
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Happy Holidays, as we celebrate the birthday of
Jesus.
On behalf of Vestry, I would like to express our
sincere thanks and appreciation to each of you for
your continued support and cooperation in keeping St. Simon viable in the community
of Lincoln Heights. Each of us finds various opportunities to express our thankfulness
to God.
In case you have not noticed, we are repairing the infra-structure of the complex. We
applied and received a grant from the Church Foundation of the Diocese. The roof, soffits, gutters, down spouts and vinyl siding have been replaced on the Rectory and
Breezeway. The Electrician had to replace the electrical wiring, meter and panel box in
the Rectory. Replacement windows for the Parish Hall will be installed after January 1,
2018. The entire complex will be painting in the spring of 2018.
In conjunction with the above repairs, we are installing a Canopy over the back entrance
door, scheduled to be installed, December 14, 2018; and replacing the carpet with tile in
the entrance area.
We have been blessed with God's grace and goodness, and we need to continue to praise
Him and give Him the glory.
The Stewardship committee is happy to report that approximately 75% of the members
of St. Simon have made a commitment. This is a good indication that the ministry and
mission of St. Simon will be strong during the year. Vestry wants to encourage the other
25% to make a commitment. Every commitment says something about our faith and
points to the direction we are going. While your financial commitment is important to
St. Simon, it is more important to your spiritual growth and aspirations.
Yours in Christ,

Submitted by: Rosie Holloway
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Parish Health Ministry/ Garden Committee

SUPERFOOD

SUPERFOOD SPOTLIGHT
They’re a sweet, small treat by themselves, or a great way to dress up any
meal. Blueberries are low in fat, sodium and calories and are packed with
vitamins, fiber, antioxidants and manganese.
Blueberries are often regarded as a summertime treat, making the perfect addition to
celebrations with their bright blue coloring and refreshing taste. HOWEVER, this
fabulous superfruit can be enjoyed year-round.
While delicious when fresh, blueberries can also be enjoyed dried, freeze-dried or
canned, and will last frozen for about six months. With only about 80 calories per cup,
there’s no need to feel guilty about indulging, or even occasionally over-indulging with
this naturally sweet treat.
Fiber
One handful of blueberries will contribute 4 grams toward your recommended daily fiber intake. Beside promoting gut heath and warding off constipation, there is evidence
that suggests getting the proper amount of dietary fiber may reduce the risk of heart disease. Additionally, eating a fiber-rich diet, can also keep your cholesterol in check.
Antioxidant properties
Scientists have discovered that berries have some of the highest antioxidant levels of any
fresh fruits and many vegetables. Antioxidants are substances that protect the body by
neutralizing muffins
free radicals (unstable oxygen molecules) that damage the body, causing
Blueberry
various diseases and aging.
Try the recipe on the next page, bring some to coffee hour!
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Blueberry Muffins
 Prep. Time : 30min 12 Servings
Ingredients










1 ½ cups white flour
¾ cup rolled oats
1 Tbsp. baking powder
½ tsp. ground cinnamon
½ tsp. salt
¼ cup unsalted, melted butter
2 large eggs
½ cup low-fat, plain Greek yogurt
1 cup fresh blueberries

Directions





Preheat oven to 400 F. Lightly coat muffin tin with cooking spray, olive oil or
paper liners.
In large bowl, mix all ingredients, excluding the blueberries, until batter is
smooth
Gently fold fresh blueberries into the batter. Divide the batter between the cups
and place in oven for 18 to 20 minutes or until golden brown.
Let muffins cool in the pan for 10 minutes before moving to a cooling rack.

Nutritional Value
 Proteins 3g
Carbs. 17.3g
 Calories 124
Fats 4.2g
 Watch for more blueberry recipes in the next quarter Grapevine and Information
on Vitamin C and Manganese. In the meantime EAT BLUEBERRIES.
 If the birds don’t harvest the blueberries this coming spring we may serve a few
from our garden at coffee hour.
Information taken from Healthy Living.
Submitted by: Joe Dorris/Beatrice Dorris
PHM Coordinator
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POINSETTIAS DONORS

NAME
James & Deborah Allsop

Dorothy Williams
Joe & Beatrice Dorris
Ralph Edwards

INTENT
In Celebration of Our Savior Jesus
Christ’s Birthday
Thanksgiving
Stay Well & Safe
In Memory of Dr. Willis Holloway Sr.,
David Andrew Holloway and
Wilson Anthony Holloway
Thank the Lord for the Peace, Mercy
and Love He has brought me
In Memory of My Parents
Thanksgiving for Blessings & Family
Blessings for Family

Dr. Robbie Smith Johnson and
The Rev. Theorphlis Smith Borden

In thanksgiving and in loving memory
of our parents - Fanella & Israel Smith

Ernestine Bryant
LaVerne Mitchell

Thanksgiving
In Memory of Emma Jones &
Vanessa Burns

Eric Elliott
Grace Glover
Rosie Holloway

Evelyn Perkins
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CELEBRATING WITH THE SAINTS

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Marjorie Johnson
Richard Headen
Kandis Smith

Wanda Walker
Mary Stenson
Theorphlis Borden

JANUARY ANNIVERSARY
Willie & Mary McGriff
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CELEBRATING WITH THE SAINTS

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Joe C. Dorris
Esther Gordon

Colenthia Hunter
Richard Clay

Douglas Bennett

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
Helen Derkson
Sheila Jenkins-Morgan

LaVerne Harris
Ruby Cooper
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ARARTICLES FOR YOUR READING PLEASURE

Subject: HOW ASPARAGUS GOT ITS NAME
A sixth grade child was asked to write a book report on the entire Bible. Here is what he
wrote:
The Children's Bible in a Nutshell
In the beginning, which occurred near the start, there was nothing but God, darkness, and
some gas. The Bible says, "The Lord thy God is one," but I think He must be a lot older
than that. Anyway, God said, "Give me a light!" and someone did. Then God made the
world. He split the Adam and made Eve. Adam and Eve were naked, but they weren't
embarrassed because mirrors hadn't been invented yet. Adam and Eve disobeyed God by
eating one bad apple, so they were driven from the Garden of Eden ... Not sure what they
were driven in though, because they didn't have cars. Adam and Eve had a son, Cain,
who hated his brother as long as he was Abel.
Pretty soon all of the early people died off, except for Methuselah, who lived to be like a
million or something.
One of the next important people was Noah, who was a good guy, but one of his kids
was kind of a Ham. Noah built a large boat and put his family and some animals on it. He
asked some other people to join him, but they said they would have to take a rain check.
After Noah came Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jacob was more famous than his brother,
Esau, because Esau sold Jacob his birthmark in exchange for some pot roast. Jacob had a
son named Joseph who wore a really loud sports coat.
Another important Bible guy is Moses, whose real name was Charlton Heston. Moses
led the Israel Lights out of Egypt and away from the evil Pharaoh after God sent ten
plagues on Pharaoh's people. These plagues included frogs, mice, lice, bowels, and no
cable. God fed the Israel Lights every day with manicotti. Then he gave them His Top
Ten Commandments. These include: don't lie, cheat, smoke, dance, or covet your neighbor's stuff.
Oh, yeah, I just thought of one more: Humor thy father and thy mother. One of Moses'
best helpers was Joshua who was the first Bible guy to use spies. Joshua fought the battle
of Geritol and the fence fell over on the town. After Joshua came David. He got to be
king by killing a giant with a slingshot. He had a son named Solomon who had about 300
wives and 500 porcupines. My teacher says he was wise, but that doesn't sound very wise
to me.
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After Solomon there were a bunch of major league prophets. One of these was Jonah,
who was swallowed by a big whale and then barfed up on the shore. There were also
some minor league prophets, but I guess we don't have to worry about them.
After the Old Testament came the New Testament. Jesus is the star of The New Testament. He was born in Bethlehem in a barn. (I wish I had been born in a barn too, because
my mom is always saying to me, "Close the door! Were you born in a barn?" It would be
nice to say, ''As a matter of fact, I was.'') During His life, Jesus had many arguments with
sinners like the Pharisees and the
Republicans. Jesus also had twelve opossums. The worst one was Judas Asparagus. Judas
was so evil that they named a terrible vegetable after him. Jesus was a great man. He
healed many leopards and even preached to some Germans on the Mount. But the
Democrats and all those guys put Jesus on trial before Pontius the Pilot. Pilot didn't stick
up for Jesus. He just washed his hands instead. Anyways, Jesus died for our sins, then
came back to life again. He went up to Heaven but will be back at the end of the
Aluminum. His return is foretold in the book of Revolution.

Submitted by: Evelyn Perkins

ARTICLES OF INTEREST
The "SECRET" is this:
I have learned there is little I can do
In my life to make me truly happy.
I must depend on GOD to make me happy
And to meet my needs.
I must trust GOD to supply
According to HIS wishes.
I have learned that most of the time
I don't need half of what I think I do.
HE has never let me down.
Since I learned that "SECRET", I am happy.
"To have God on our side doesn't mean
sailing in a boat with no storms –
it means sailing in a boat that
no storm can sink!"
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An old Cherokee was teaching his grandson about life.
"A fight is going on inside me," he told the boy.
"It is a terrible fight between two wolves.
One is evil - he is anger, envy, sorrow, regret, greed,
arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority,
lies, false pride, superiority and ego.
The other is good - he is joy, peace, love,
hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence,
empathy, generosity, truth, compassion and faith.
This same fight is going on inside you
and every other person, too."
The grandson thought about it for a minute and
then asked, "Grandfather, which wolf will win?"
The old Cherokee simply replied, "The one you feed."

The happiest people don't necessarily have the best of everything;
they just make the most of everything that comes along their way.
May you have enough happiness to make you sweet, enough trials
to make you strong, enough sorrow to keep you human, and enough
hope to make you happy.
Submitted by: Evelyn Perkins
A person can hear,
but a friend listens for the meaning.
A person can look,
but a friend sees the heart.
A person can know,
But a friend understands your dreams.
Thanks for listening, seeing and understanding!

Thanks For Being A Friend!

From: Integritynotes.com
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ARTICLES FOR YOUR READING PLEASURE

Thought I would pass this on...
Billy Graham's daughter was interviewed on the Early Show and Jane Clayson asked her
"How could God let something like this happen?" (regarding the attacks on Sept, 11,
hurricanes and earth quakes. Anne Graham gave an extremely profound and insightful
response. She said "I believe God is deeply saddened by this, just as we are, but for years
we've been telling God to get out of our schools, to get out of our government and to get
out of our lives. And being the gentleman He is, I believe He has calmly backed out. How
can we expect God to give us His blessing and His protection if we demand He leave us
alone?" In light of recent events...terrorists attack, school shootings, etc. I think it started
when Madeleine Murray O'Hare (she was murdered, her body found recently) complained she didn't want prayer in our schools, and we said OK. Then someone said you
better not read the Bible in school .... the Bible says thou shalt not kill, thou shalt not
steal, and love your neighbor as yourself. And we said OK. Then Dr. Benjamin Spock
said we shouldn't spank our children when they misbehave because their little personalities would be warped and we might damage their self-esteem (Dr. Spock's son committed
suicide). We said an expert should know what he's talking about. And we said OK. Now
we're asking ourselves why our children have no conscience, why they don't know right
from wrong, and why it doesn't bother them to kill strangers, their classmates, and themselves. Probably, if we think about it long and hard enough, we can figure it out. I think it
has a great deal to do with "WE REAP WHAT WE SOW." Funny how simple it is for
people to trash God and then wonder why the world's going to hell. Funny how we
believe what the newspapers say, but question what the Bible says. Funny how you can
send 'jokes' through e-mail and they spread like wildfire but when you start sending
messages regarding the Lord, people think twice about sharing. Funny how lewd, crude,
vulgar and obscene articles pass freely through cyberspace, but public discussion of God
is suppressed in the school and workplace. Are you laughing? Funny how when you
forward this message, you will not send it to many on your address list because you're not
sure what they believe, or what they WILL think, of you for sending it. Funny how we
can be more worried about what other people think of us than what God thinks of us. Pass
it on if you think it has merit. If not then just discard it... no one will know you did. But,
if you discard this thought process, don't sit back and complain about what bad shape the
world is in. God bless you as you share it with friends. No Nation or people can ever
survive or succeed without Jesus Christ.
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PARISH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Former Rector The Rev Canon James Francis dedicates Award to St. Simon
On October 14, 2017, the HealthCare Connection, formerly the Lincoln Heights Health
Center celebrated its 50th Anniversary with an Awards Dinner and Gala held at the
Sharonville Convention Center.
The highlight of the evening was the awards ceremony honoring four outstanding individuals and supporters who have served this organization during its 50 year history.
Special recognition and a special tribute was bestowed on former Medical Director,
Dr. Marilyn Gaston, former Ohio State Representative and US Congressman William
“Bill” Gradison, the Rev. Otis Moss Sr., former Board Member and Pastor Mt. Zion
Baptist Church and St. Simon’s own The Rev. Canon James Francis and founding Board
Member.
Although the award was presented to father Francis for his individual contributions as
one of the co-founders of the Lincoln Heights Health Center he choose to dedicate and
presented the Award to St. Simon Episcopal Church. He stated that it was the people of
St. Simon Episcopal Church who supported his efforts and provided the use of one of the
church owned apartments to house the health center during the first eight years of its
operations.

(Fr. Francis presents the award to Senior Warden Rosie Holloway
with John Harris Jr. looking on)
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The award will have a permanent home at the St. Simon complex on Matthews Drive in
Lincoln Heights.
The real significance of this gesture is that St. Simon has over the years played a vital
role as a mid-wife that birthed a number of projects and programs that served the citizens
of Lincoln Heights and the surrounding communities.
As St. Simon looks to the future this award is a reminder of the fact that it is incumbent
every good society to make opportunities available for the next generation. Who could
see 50 years ago when the Lincoln Heights Health Center was birthed in a four room
apartment would grow to what it is today serving 27 Jurisdictions in Northern Hamilton
County.
As we enter this Advent and the upcoming Holiday Season we can with deep gratitude
and joy celebrate as witnesses to the Emanuel. “GOD IS WITH US”

Submitted by: John Harris Jr.

ANNUAL ABSALOM JONES SYMPOSIUM
AND FESTAL EUCHARIST
On February 10, 2018, the Bishop Herbert Thompson
Chapter of the Union of Black Episcopalians and the
Diocese of Southern Ohio in Association with Christ
Church Cathedral will host “Becoming the Beloved
Community” the theme for the Annual Absalom Jones
Symposium on Racial Justice and Reconciliation and
Festal Eucharist.
The day will feature the Key Note address by
Dr. Catherine Meeks, retired Clara Carter Acree
Distinguish Professor of Socio-Cultural Studies and
Author, “Living into God’s Dream: Dismantling Racism”.
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The preacher for the Eucharist will be the Reverend Dr. Gayle Fisher- Stewart, founder of
the Center for the Study of Faith and Justice and Associate Rector Calvary Episcopal
Church, Washington.
The Symposium will include area Episcopalians, AME, Lutheran, Methodist and other
Faith Communities.
Bus transportation will be available from Columbus and Dayton.
Since 1981, the Southern Ohio Chapters and Interest Groups of the Union of Black Episcopalians have sponsored and hosted an annual celebration commemorating the Life and
Legacy of Absalom Jones, the first black priest in the Episcopal Church.
For the first 26 years this annual event was rotated among the four historical Black Congregations in the Diocese. St. Andrews, Cincinnati, St. Margaret’s, Dayton, St. Philip,
Columbus and St. Simon’s, Lincoln Heights served as host and provided hospitality.
The highlight of this annual event was a Festal Eucharist featuring a Mass Choir made up
of all four congregations and music from the Negro Spirituals and Gospel traditions. This
was augmented by drummers and praise dancers and outstanding preaching.
In 2007 the annual rotation of this annual event was expanded to be a Festal Eucharist
sponsored by the Bishop Herbert Thompson Chapter of the Union of Black Episcopalians
and the Diocese of Southern Ohio and hosted by Christ Church Cathedral in Cincinnati.
In 2015, this annual celebration was expanded further to become a daylong event to include a Symposium on Racial Justice and Reconciliation and concluding the day with
Chapter Awards and a Festal Eucharist featuring an Ecumenical Mass Choir and guest
Artist and Preacher.Submitted by: John Harris Jr.

15

The Grapevine>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>January,

February,. March 2018

PARISH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Recasting Update
We would like to thank everyone for their participation in the Recasting process. Our
presentation at the Procter Center went well and now it is time to move on to the next
phase.
As a church we choose the Viable Reproductive Scenario. The scenario means we want
to continue the good outreach work we are doing and expand our initiatives.
The recasting team members Denise Pitts, (Lavern Mitchell –absent), Katelynn
Clark, (Nikki Smith-absent), Evelyn Perkins, Warren Foster, (Cornell Thomasabsent), Beatrice Dorris, and James Allsop met in December to begin to develop
our deployment plans for 2018.
The congregation generated several good ideas and now it is time to implement. Some of
the big ideas include becoming a hub for community activities in Lincoln Heights by
opening our doors to other community organizations, developing a ministry for young
adults, becoming an information resource for veterans and seniors in Lincoln Heights and
the surrounding communities, and extending our partnership with St. Monica's recreation
center
We will align are plans with the 2018 budget and seek input and participation from the
congregation.
Submitted by: James Allsop
for the Recasting Team

2nd QUARTER GRAPEVINE DEADLINE – The next issue of the
Grapevine is March 17, 2018. Article should be submitted to Dorothy
Williams at dwilli4425@aol.com or stsimonsoffice@fuse.net. Please look
at the format of this quarter Grapevine, this is what we would love to see
articles about us as well as family stories – let us hear how you spent your
winter, prayers, recipes etc.
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OUTREACH
Community Supper Update
Our last two community Suppers in November and December have been extremely well
attended. The November 13th Community Supper, which is our Annual Thanksgiving
dinner, featured Turkey and all the fixings was consumed by 110 individuals.
Included in that number were the 15 dinners delivered to Friendship Tower.
On December 12th we had a Christmas Feast. The meal consisted of Spiral ham, baked
chicken, green beans, mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, fruit, and desserts. The food was
delicious and through word of mouth we ended up with a record crowd of 125 plus the
dinners that were delivered to Friendship Tower.
It is truly gratifying to touch the lives of these young people and have some time to interact with them and provide encouragement. Also, at times it’s heartbreaking. In November one young man came up to me and said this was his breakfast, i.e., this was the first
meal he had eaten that day.
I want to thank all of the volunteers from Ascension and Holy Trinity who contribute
their time, talent, and treasure. The volunteers from A&HT include Dee Damico, Noel
Horne, John and Jeanie Zoller, Kathy Kessler, Mary Bayer, Bev Cody, Karin Fetterman,
Debbie Rumke and Michel Meranda.
There are several stalwart volunteers from St. Simon including Olga Stewart, Dorothy
Williams, Beatrice Dorris, Katherine Williams, Kamara McMillan, Katelynn Clark,
Deacon Borden, and Rosie Holloway.
I would like to recognize Rudena Williams who is a tireless volunteer. Please forgive me
if I forgot someone’s name.
Also, Mike Pearl and the staff of St. Monica's make sure the children know about the
Community Supper and help us manage the crowd flow.
Finally, we are always looking for new volunteers. I hope you can join us on the second
Tuesday of the month at 6pm.
Submitted by: James Allsop
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LITURGY AND WORSHIP

LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITOR
2ND & 4TH Sunday:

Rev. Theorphlis Borden

18

The Grapevine>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>January,

LITURGY
And
WORSHIP

February,. March 2018

ALTAR GUILD-Beatrice Dorris,
Chairperson

1st Saturday 3rd Saturday:
Rosie Holloway* Mary Beatty*
Beatrice Dorris,
Pearl Jordan
Olga Simpson

2nd Saturday: 4th Saturday:
Beatrice Dorris * Melba Garcia *
Shirley Miller Beatrice Dorris

*Team Leader

If you would like to serve on the Altar
Guild please speak to Chairperson Beatrice Dorris
We are in need of volunteers!

If you would like to serve on the Usher Board please speak to
Chairperson Ralph Edwards
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ST. SIMON OF CYRENE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
LINCOLN HEIGHTS, OH
513-771-4828
FAX: 513-771-7388
Email: (Administrator) Stsimonsoffice@fuse.net
WEBSITE: WWW.SSOCEC.org
WORSHIP SERVICES
SUNDAY
9:00 a.m. HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
9:00 a.m. Youth Sunday School
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas Breidenthal, Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Kenneth Price, Jr. /Suffragan Bishop of Southern Ohio
The Rt. Rev. Nedi Rivera, Assisting Bishop
The Rev. William Scrivener, Priest In Charge
The Rev. Dr. Colenthia Hunter, Deacon
The Rev. Theorphlis Borden, Deacon
The Rev. James Mobley, Deacon
Rosie Holloway, Senior Warden
Joe Dorris, Junior Warden
Douglas Bennett, Treasurer
Dr. Daniel Pater, Director of Music

VESTRY MEMBERS:
Mary Beatty- Vestry Secretary, James Allsop, Ralph Edwards,
LaVerne Mitchell, Denise Pitts, Mary Stenson.
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